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_ “Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separat 
you from their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name 
as evil, for the Son of man’s sake. Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for 
joy. for, behold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like manner. 
did their fathers unto the prophets. . . . Woe unto you, when all men 
shall speak well of you! for so did their fathers to the false prophets.” 
LUKE 6: 22, 23, 26. | 
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Constitution, Artanta, Ga. 
INTERVIEW WITH Ben E. Ron, PRESIDENT oF THE SOUTHERN 
States Mission. 


Thursday, June 16. 1899, 


[Concluded from page 357.) 

Ir the world has been without divine authority, and the ordinances 
you speak of are necessary for salvation, do you mean to say that all the 
willions of good people who have died since dhe days of the early Apostles, 
and Elders, are lost?” 
No, we do not believe any such monstrous thing. I might ask you 
what has become of ‘all the millions of good people in heathen lands, and 
other places where the name of Jesus Christ was never preached. We 
are told in scripture that there is ‘no other name given under heaven 
whereby we must be saved.’ Acts 4: 18, But I will answer you directly. 
God has revealed that the Gospel of Jesus Christ will be preached to every 
creature, Those who do not hear it in this life, wil) hear it in the life to 
come, The, idea that God's mercies extend only to the narrow sphere of 
this mortal life, is unworthy of Him whose ‘tender mercies are over all 

we justice and mercy endure forever, When Jesus was 


his works,; and justi roy en 
Put, to death in the flesh, He wag quickened by the Spirit, and, ag, the 


scriptures tell ys, ‘he went and preached unto the apirits in prison; which 


sometine were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited.in 
the of while the ark wan preparing, (I Peer 3: 18,303, Thi 
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shows that spirits after they leave the body can be preached to and in- 
structed. The purpose of this is shown by Peter in the fourth chapter, 
sixth verse. He says: ‘For for this cause was the gospel preached also 
to them that are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the 
flesh, but live according to God in the spirit.“ Thus al; mankind will have 
the opportunity of hearing the one true and everlasting Gospel, either in 
the body or out of the body. It is the inteligent immortal entity in the 
body which receives or rejects light and truth and is the responsible being. 
It is no Jess a thinking, sentient, responsible, person, when out of the body 
than when clothed with mortality. The spirit can believe or disbelieve, 
repent or remain unregenerate, bow to the divine command, or persist in 
rebellion. But the earthly ordinances belong to this material world, and 
therefore cannot be performed in spirit spheres. Yet Jesus declared, 
‘Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.’ Baptism, the laying on of hands and similar ceremonies _ 
must therefore be attended to by some one on earth for and in behalf of 
the dead. This is what the apostle Paul referred to when teaching the 
Corinthians the doctrines of the resurrection. He asked: ‘Else what 
shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? 
why are they then baptized for the dead?’ (I Cor. 12: 29.) It is clear. 
from this that the Corinthian saints understood baptism for the dead 
better than the resurrection of the dead. We do not, however, depeud on 
that scripture, or any other ancient writing, for this doctrine. It has been 
revealed from heaven in these latter days, and everything pertaining tp 
that sacred ordinance has been made known; and the temples which have 
been erected by the Saints in Zion, at immense cost, have been reared with 
a special view to the solemnization of ordinances in behalf of the dead.” 
“Bat what will become of people who reject what you call the one only 
plan of salvation? Will they be doomed to eternal woe? Do you believe 
in everlasting punishment?” 
„Everlasting punishment is God's punishment. That is to say, as God 
is eternal and His law is eternal, there is punishment eternally ready for 
the transgressor. But the fuidtice and mercy of God aré.alsd eternal. 
Therefore as every man is to be judged according to his works (Rev. 20; 13) 
those who are worthy of many stripes will receive their measure of that 
eternal punishment, and those who are worthy only of a few stripes will 
receive but their portion. Some will be forgiven in this world through 
Tepentence and obedience, others in the next world, and some will have 
to pay the uttermost farthing.” (Luke 12: 47, 48; Matt. 5: 26; I Timothy 
5: 24; Matt. 12: 32; [John 5: 16.) Toey who sin against the ‘Holy Ghost 
by denying it after having received it, who wilfully sin against light and 
truth and become fully possessed of the evil one so that they cannot re- 
pent, are ‘sons of perditiun’ for whom there is no redemption. They are 
doomed with the devil and tis angels forever. All the rest will be brought 
forth in the due time of the Lord fn the ages to come and placed in soine 
degree of happiness and glory.” fi: 
| 4 believe then that there will be different degrees of glory 
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I certainly do. Will not justice so determine? Is not every man to 
be judged according to his works? Would it be right for the good, the 
true, the just and the pure to reap no fruit from their tree of righteous- 
ness? Is not every soul better for the doing of that which is right, and 
the worse for the doing of that which is wrong, and will God be less 
fair and equitable than man? Have you not read what Paul says: ‘There 
is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory 
of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory. So also is 
the resurrection of the dead.’ (I Cor. 15: 41, 42.) The glory of the sun, 
which is the celestial glory, is for those who receive the Gospel, are bap- 
tized into Christ, remain faithful to the end, overcome all things, and 
therefore inherit all things, come forth in the first resurrection and are 
made kings and priests unto God and His Christ forever (Rev. 20: 4-6) 
They become like the Father and the Son, dwell in their presence and 
partake of their glory.” 

“What do you mean by that? How can man be like God? Is he not a 
spirit without form, immaterial and incomprehensible?” 

“That is a dogma of spurious Christianity, mingled with vain philoso- 
phy. Jesus Christ was the express image of the Father. Man also is 
made in the image of the Father and and the Son. Jesus Christ, after 
His resurrection, when He ascended to the Father, was in the same 
form and shape and appearance as when in mortality. Those who are 
in Christ are to be like him in every respect. (Heb. 1: 3; 1 John 3: 2; 
Phil. 3: 21.) God is a spirit; so also is man. (Job 32: 8.) But the 
Father is a person, just as the Son is, one being like the other in all 
respects. Jesus is a spirit, dwelling in a spiritual body; the Father is 
the same, but the Holy Spirit which proceeds from the Father and the 
Son permeates space and by it God is omnipresent. Our Father, the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is our Elder Brother, made us all 
after His own image and likeness. (Gen. 1; 27.) It is strange that pro- 
fessing Christians who regard Jesus Christ as God and admit His person- 
ality, form and tangible shape, are horror-stricken when the Latter-day 
Saints declare that God the Father is a similar being, that statement 
borne out by the scriptures of the O.d and Néw Testaments. The Father, 
the Son and the Holy Ghost, though one in purpose, design and act, are 
separate and distinct personalities. The Son came from the Father, prayed 
to the Father, obeyed the Father, wont back to the Father and sat at His 
right hand, and sent the Holy Spirit after He left the earth to be a Com- 
forter to His disciples. Jesus prayed that all who believed on Him should 
become one, a8 He and the Father are one (John 17: 20, 21). This stiows 
that the unity of the Godhead is not identity of person, as ‘many ‘believe, 
and it is clear to those who understand, that our Heavenly Father is an 
individual, just as Christ is, and we shall all be when brought into, their 
presence. We worship the Father, in ‘the name of phe Bon, under 
influence of the Holy Ghost, and expect to fully coun prebend them ‘alli 
the future and perfect state. This is life evernal, that they might 
‘God, and Jesus Obrist whom thou haav sent,’ — 
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“You have spoken of the atonement of Christ for the sins of mankind, 
and yet you insist upon baptism for the remission of sins. How do you 
reconcile these two doctrines?” | | 

“There is nothing in them at variance with each other. The atonement 
of Christ was for two purposes. First, for original sin, that is, the sin 
committed by our first parents in the Garden of Eden; and, second, for 
actual sins, that is, those committed by mankind in general. Atonement 
for the first is unconditional, for the second it is conditional. The posterity 
of Adam had nothing to do with the atonement for that sin. Its conse- 
quence was death, not only to Adam, but to all his descendants. The 
atonement will bring life to every creature of Adam’s race. ‘For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.“ (I Cor. 15: 22.) 
‘The first man Adam was made a living soul the last Adam was made a 
quickening spirit,’ (verse 45). Jesus said, ‘Marvel not at this: for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
And shall come forth they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.’ 
(John 5: 28, 29.) This shows that although every one who died through, 
Adam's fall will be raised from the dead through Christ's atonement, 
‘some will be raised to everlasting life and some to shame and ever- 
lasting contempt.’ (Daniel 12: 2.) This is because the atonement for 
actual sins committed by mankind was made conditionally, that is, con- 
ditioned on their reception of Jesus Christ as their Savior, manifested by 
obedience to His Gospel. The righteous and the wicked will all be raised 
from the dead, but they will then all be judged according to their works. 
‘He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth 
not shall be damned’ (Mark 16: 16). Remission of sin comes through the 
atonement. ‘Without the shedding of blood there is nd remission of sin’ 
(Heb. 9: 22). But this remission is given in baptism preceded by repent- 
anceand faith. The first condition is faith in Christ, the second is repent- 
ance, the third is baptism. That baptism is for the mission of sins, (See 
Mark 1: 4; Acts 2: 37, 38; I Peter 3: 21.) That is why baptism is essen- 
tial and why Jesus told Nicodemus, ‘Except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God’ (John 3: 5). The 
washing of water in baptism is a sign of regeneration. The baptized, re- 
pentant believer receives remission of sins, is a new creature and ready 
for the reception of the Holy Ghost, or birth of the Spirit. This, as I have 
explained to you, is conferred by the laying on of hands by men having 
divine authority. Thus you see remission of sins is through the atonement, 
bat is given in baptism. And thus there is no discrepancy between the 

“But how do you understand this scripture and others to the same 
. n God 80 loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

vhosoe ver believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting ite? 
John 3: 16). Does not mae show that belief in Christ is alone sufficient 
for salvation?” 
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question is in the meaning of belief in Christ. Jesus said: ‘He that be- 
lieveth on me, the works that I do shall be do also.’ (John 14: 12.) He 
also said: ‘Not every one that sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord. shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of my Father which is 
in heaven.’ Also he said: ‘Every one that heareth these sayings of mine 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto a foolish man that buildeth his 
house upon the sand.’ (Matthew 7: 21-27.) Faith without works is dead, 
and it is only by works that faith is made manifest. (James 2: 17-26.) 
Belief in Christ comprehends belief in His doctrine, manifested by obedi- 
ence to His Gospel. Any other kind of faith is spurious, dead ‘and of no 
effect. Peter proclaimed Christ's Gospel, being full of the Holy Ghost, on 
the day of Pentecost, and he taught the people first to believe in Christ, 
and when they showed faith and asked what they should do, he answered: 
‘Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.’ 
(Acts 2: 37-38.) If Peter had been a modern minister, he would have said 
in answer to the question, ‘Men and brethren, what shall we do?’—as may 
be heard from almost every pulpit nowadays, ‘Poor sinners, you can do 
nothing ; Christ has done it all. Ornily believe and you shal) be saved and 
heaven is yours forever.“ But Peter taught Christ's Gospel, which is a 
Gospel of good works proceeding from living faith. When Christ sent 
him and the other Apostles to proclaim that Gospel, He said: ‘Go ye, 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you.’ (Matthew 28: 19-20.) 

“Paul is supposed to be the author of the doctrine of salvation by faith 
alone without works. But by reading His epistle to the Romans, which is 
quoted chiefly in that direction, it will be seen that it was the works of 
the law of Moses that Paul showed were insufficient, and that the first 
essential to salvation was faith in Christ, but not a dead faith; it was one 
that led to obedience, as Christ taught: ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’ 
(Matthew 4: 4) And that Paul believed in the efficacy of good works, 
Romans 2: 8-10, of which I shall quote but two verses: ‘Tribulation and 
anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first and also 
of the Gentile; but glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh 
good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile.” There is nothing, in my 
opinion, so conducive to sin as the absurd and anti-Christian doctrine 
that mere belief in the atonement of Christ will absolve people of the 
grossest sins and crimes, and fit them for the presence of society of Him 
who is pureand holy. It is a soul-destroying heresy, the invention of men 
and contrary to ancient as well as modern revelation.” 

“It is generally supposed that the Mormons have lax ideas of morality 
and peculiar marriage customs. What is the truth of these charges?” 

“There are no people in the world who have stricter ideas and rules 
concerning morality than the Latter-day Saints have. Sexual relations 
outside of marriage are considered a deadly sin. Violations of chastity 
are viewed as next to murder in enormity. Chastity is enjoined upon 
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both male and female. A young man should be as pure as a young 
woman. One has no more license than the other as to worals under 
Mormon teachings. We believe that the union of the sexes in marriage 
is essential to perfection. ‘The man is not without the woman nor the 
woman without the man in the Lord.“ (I Cor. 11: 11.) The celestial 
kingdom where God and Christ dwell is a state of perfection. Those who 
enter into that glory will be perfect. Therefore we believe in celestial 
warriage, which is eternal marriage—the marriage that was solemnized. 
between Adam and Eve by the Almighty in the Garden of Eden. They 
were immortal beings. Death had not entered into the world.. There 
was no sin, therefore there was no death. The immortal pair were made 
one flesh. No man could put them asunder. That was an eternal union, 
If they were separated by death, which was the wages of sin; they were 
reunited through the atonement of the Savior, and thus restored to their. 
former condition. So, in the resurrection they will not be married or 
given in marriage, for they were united in celestial marriage before they 
became mortal and needed resurrection. The Lord has revealed in this 
age of the world that order of celestial or eternal marriage, so that what 
is sealed by it on earth is sealed in heaven, and remains in and after the 
resurrection. The husband will be restored to the wife and the wife to 
the husband, and together as one they will enter, if worthy, into the full - 
ness of the glory of the Lord. If a man thus married should temporarily 
lose his wife by death, and should marry another by the same law, they 
would both be his in the world tocome. Previous to the enactment of 
laws forbidding polygamy and punishing it as a crime, the Church tanght 
the doctrine of plural marriage, and to a small extent. comparatively it 
was practiced, under the most sacred covenants and obligations of chas- 
tity and purity. But since those laws, after much litigation and much 
suffering on the part of many persons, were declared constitutional by 
the supreme court of the United States, the practice of plural marriage, 
that is, marrying more than one, has ceased, the President of the Church, 
who alone held the keys of this authority, having declared his determina- 
tion that no plural marriages should henceforth be solemnized. No mat- 
ter what may be preached or published to the contrary, what I say to you 
is the truth, which you can depend upon. Polygamous or plural marriages 
are forbidden by the constitution of the state of Utah and a penalty of 
$500 fine and five years’ imprisonment is imposed upon those who violate 
this provision. One of our doctrines is that we must obey the constitu- 
tional Jaws of the land. We, therefore, submit and leave the result with 
the Lord. But what God hath joined together, no man can put asunder, 
Therefore, marriages solemnized by His authority and commandment will 
continue, if the parties are faithful, in this world and in the world to come. 
Bat the parties are under solemn obligations to preserve themselves for 
each other only, and sexual crimes and immoralities are viewed by the 
Latter-day Saints with the utmost abhorrence.” 

“What about heaven and hell? Do you believe that when people die 
to heaven or to hell, or do you fons. in 
a 
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“We believe in a personal Satan, as we believe in a personal Diety. 
The being who deceived Eve and tempted Jesus is a fallen spirit, 
the embodiment of the principle of evil, as God is the embodiment of 
all that is good. A principle in the abstract is of no force or effect. 
There must be some being through which it is manifest. We do not 
believe in the mythological evil one with horns and hoofs, nor in a 
literal bottomless pit of fire and brimstone. But we believe that there 
are many evil spirits who, undor that being called the devil and Satan, 
tempt human beings and lead them astray if possible, and who are 
enemies to Christ and to the truth. They will eventually de banished 
from this earth, when Christ’s work of salvation is made complete. Hell 
is a place and condition of torment, in which the suspense aud remorse 
and anguish of soul of the wicked, waiting for judgment, and not knowing 
what their fate will be, is as the ‘worm that dieth not and the fire that is 
not quenched.’ This they will endure as long as justice demands, and 
until they repent and turn to God and are perfectly willing to obey Him. 
When they are released, in future ages, their destiny will be as they have 
fixed it themselves by their own acts and according to the eternal princi-: 
ples of justice and mercy extended by the all-wise Judge, the eternal 
Father. We believe in heaven as a place and a condition. This earth, 
when it is redeemed and restored to its paradisic state, will be a heaven. 
Sin, darkness, sorrow, pain and death will be baniahed from it. The 
righteous in their glorified, resurrected state will dwell upon it in ever- 
lasting peace and joy. After it has been purified with fire and made a 
new earth, righteousness will dwell in it: The thorn and the brier having 
departed, the fig tree and the myrtle tree will bloom and bear fruit in the 
place thereof. The enmity between man and brute will be no more. 
There will be nothing to hurt or destroy. The flowers of Eden will blos- 
som, the tree of life will bear its glorious fruits, the river of life will flow 
forth from the throne of God, the globe itself will be as a sea of glass 
mingled with fire. Christ will dwell upon it as king; the Father will 

visit it and grace it with His presence. — a that is upon it, above 
it, around it and beneath it will be sanctified, beautified and glorified, and 
praise to God and the Lamb will ascend from every part and from every 
creature, Satan and his hosts will be vanquished, and Adam and his pos-. 
terity will be redeemed from the curse and everything that hath breath 
will glorify the great Creator; every knee will bow and every tongue. 
confess that Jesus is the Lord, to the glory of God the Father, and He will 
be all in all. 


The copper Output for the state of Utah for the year 1806 was $642,000. It is expected 
these figures will be more than quadrupled during the year 1899. 

Utah is becoming » strictly temperance state—it being . very hard matter to purchase 
intoxicants in any of the larger towns on the Sabbath day. 

It is estimated that the wool clip this year will be slightly above that of last, reaching 
probably 14,000,000 pounds. — —— 
carloads have already been shipped to Boston from Utah at that fcur. 
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THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1899. 


THE SPIRIT OF INQUIRY. 


Tue desire of the average man is to be let alone; he is a slave to routine, 
to move from established methods is to endure the pangs of purgatory, and 
to doubt any thing even in the spirit of inquiry requires that rental 
effort which is always avoided as far as possible. 

Innovation is rarely welcome, and a really good thing—a substantial 
improvement—is not seized upon and applied so readily as in the New 
World; it has always required much effort and longer time to introduce 
an ides where this staid disposition prevails, than where men are looking 
out for or desiring to invest in new directions or things. 

Admirable though this may be in many ways, it yet has its dixadvan- 
tages; quite often good is overlooked, not because good is undesirable, 
but because the work of change is disagreeable. The spirit of adaptation 
is not prompt and ready; it is more easy to defer than to adopt, more easy 
to follow routine than to welcome change, and far easier to be ‘satisfied 
with that we have, than fly to others that we know not of. 

Yet England is a nation of progress, of change, only the process is very, 
very slow; there are vested interests which enter into all the avenues of 
society, 250 slight change may come in contact with custom, with preju- 
dice, and with some interest whose existence is not always on the surface, 
but may yet be imbedded into and form part of the very constitution of 
routine. 

This is seen in mechanical directions; invention is not so ready, nor 
when ready are its triumphs suddenly accepted; caution and expediency 
work hand in hand, and the latter is a formidable opponent in the face of 
change; so good things slumber often because their awakening may por- 
tend or mean that radical overturning which is fatal to quietude and easy 
going habit. 

Nevertheless when a change is once determined upon, there is but little 
evidence of experiment, all appointments involved are stable and perman- 
ent, the idea of retrogression finds no place, the new is accepted in good 
faith, and yet “rush” is in but few cases a characteristic of tho-siaes- or 
people. 

There is nothing of the “Jonah’s gourd” character here, things paver 

“come up in a night and perish in a night,” there is nothing of the 
“exotic” about any project, but there is that calm and quiet which means 


growth and permanence without dispute, and there it but little sentiment 
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ality over a decaying industry or an abandoned method; the new is built 
in accordance with that genius which carefully preserves and rarely des- 
troys even that which progress has made truly obsolete. 

The destructionist was never a favorite in this Jand, and while there 
have been great historic periods of agitation and reform, these were never 
spasmodic, there was nothing Frenchy in the methods employed, distruc- 
tion was always regretable, and only aroused by that persistent disregard 
of conclusions which had been reached after long brooding and quiet 
submission, in the hope that some easier way might suggest itself in the 
intervals of discontent. 

Government reform, social reform, religious reform, have each been 
retarded by this persistent conservatism, and to-day theré is no more 
rapidity of acceptance than in the past, although the Press is now a 
mighty factor in creating and controlling that which experience and 
progress way suggest; this is a force which in the years and ages past was 
nearly unknown, but even the Press has its limits and its prejudices, it is 
not the acme of intelligent suggestion or the undisputed friend of better- 
ment, save in an orthodox and so-called legitimate line; nor is it always 
so bright and well posted as such an agency should be, and as an assumed 
and wide spread knowledge of all problems would imply. 

Hence we are not surprised to read a special telegram of late date, sent 
from London to New York, as follows: 


“A band ot Mormons has arrived from Salt one 
Saints’ crusade in London. A number of women are among the propa- 
gandists, For the 1 they intend to 1 their efforts to the poorer 
quarters of London, wh a cere xperience has proved that most converts 
are to be found. Afterw a they will wy the agricultural districts, and 
finally the West-end of London.” 


That of course is an imaginary programme, and it is no more imaginary 
than is the so-called “Latter-day Saints’ crusade,” for it is now fifty years 
since that began in London, where it has always met a fair measure of 
success as every part of Utah can testify, As far back as 1853 there were 
twenty-five hundred Saints, or members of the Church, in the London 
Conference, and over thirty thousand in the British Isles, but its propa- 
ganda is yet looked upon by an intelligent(?) Press, as if it were but just 
beginning, a work which, more than an English generation ago, gathered 
its thousands to the “great basin of the Rocky Mountains.” 

The Press is just as much in the dark as to the doctrines preached by this 

“peculiar people,” as they are to their existence and work, even where by. 

personal observation they could both see and know; and it is as rare a thing 
to find a truthful paragraph of mention in any paper from “Land’s end to 
John o’ Groats,” as it is to find a white blackbird; the spirit of inquiry is. 
choked by prejudice, and one of the greatest movements of religious origin, 
grows and spreads, less understood perhaps and more misrepresented, than 
any religious movement in history since the world began. 

Bilently and without observation this exodus of British born, yet. Mor- 
mon” people, has been going on, not to any colony of the Mother on, 
but to ons of her so-called rivals, and since the truths of “Mormonism 
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were first preached in London, a nation (so to speak) has been evolved by 
some power which only the initiated can divine. . 

The whole “telegraphic” comment so enterprisingly(?) flashed to Ne- 
York and thence to Salt Lake City, is abundant testimony that there are 
those who “have eyes, but they see not, ears but they hear not, and hearts, 
but they do not understand.” 

Most converts are not found in the poorer quarters either of London or 
other cities, nor can ic be said that the agricultural districts are so free 
from the influence of “the Lord of the manor” as to offer a fruitful field. 
for the propagandist, and when “the West-end” yields its quota to the 
number of believers in the truth, we may surely conclude that “a nation 
will be born in a day.” The millennium of a thousand years though, is 
but a day in the mind and reckoning of the Gods, and it is hard to tell 
what a period like that may do for “men and things,” seeing that Chris- 
tianity itself has been before tabooed, being anything but respectable or 
fashionable, or accepted ; its early teachers, its Divine founder preached to 
the poor, and the question was asked then, “Have any of the Pharisees be- 
lieved on him?” and it was only “the common people who heard gladly,” 
the trumpet message of the inimitable Teacher, Who for the joy that was 
set before him endured the cross, despised the shame, and is now sat donn 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high.” 

Yes, there is just as much room, and quite as much necessity fon “the. 
spirit of inquiry” now as in days gone by, but it is half dormant, half 
asleep, it is given over to indifference and to prejudice, and the prophetic 
declaration is being literally fulfilled: “Behold J will proceed to do a 
marvellous work among this people, even a marvellous work and a won- 
der,” Isaiah 29. “A work wise men 
declare it unto you,” Acts 13: 41. N 


“Come ong, COME ALL. Zion is surely going t to be well represented in 
the world’s metropolis this season. We have letters waiting for Professor 
Talmage, who created so profound an impression by his lectures In prom- 
inent cities last year, and for Mrs. Susie Y. Gates. We are expecting 
also Mrs. Lucy B. Young, mother of Mrs. Gates, and possibly that 
indefatigable exponent of woman's rights, Mrs. Emeline B. Wells. Mrs. 
Jessie Knight, the mother of our highly appreciated lady missionary, Miss 
Inez Knight, is expected, besidés Miss Clara Holbrook and Miss J osephine 
Booth from Provo, who are appointed as lady missionaries, and there is a 
rumor that our gifted friend Mrs. Lydia D. Alder will be among the stars 
of the coming galaxy. 

Mrs. Wo. P. Jennings and her grand-daughter, Miss Lucille Fp 
are also in London from Paris, and then Mrs. Ww. Sanders 
daughter, Mrs. Harold Jennings, is with Brother Jennings now 1 
London Conference. 8 


Rrrunxxp.— President James L. McMurrin returned to “42” on the 13th, 
inst., after an absence of between three and four weeks. During that 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 379 


time he attended Conferences in Newcastle, Glasgow, Belfast and Accring- 
ton. All were pleased to welcome him back. 

Elder A. Wootton met President MeMurrin in Belfast, and returned with 
him through Scotland to Accrington. _ 

Ono Tuesday, President H. W. Naisbitt left for Bristol for a few days, 
from where he will go to Birmingham to attend Conference there, 


Morze.—By letter from Salt Lake City we are informed that Mrs. 
Thomas, wife of our well known citizen, R K. Thomas, is also en route for 
the mother country (if not landed), with their accomplished daugbter, 
Miss Katie Thomas, also Ethel aged 11, and Master Kendall Thomas aged 9. 
We bid them all welcome, and hope their visit to the mother country, it 
full of surprises, may also be full of pleasant associations, and happy 
memories on their final return. 


— — 


WI OOME.— We are proud to acknowledge receipt of the current issue of 
The Churchwoman, containing a graphic account of Ascension day on the, 
Mount of Olives” by that remarkably gifted lady, Madam Lydia M. Von 
Folkenstein Mountford. We have enjoyed its perusal as we have enjoyed 
listening to her soul-stirring lectures, and may favor the readers of the 
STAR with it, should we have permission and room. 

Sicx.—It was with great regret that we had to release Elder Jenkin 
Jones who only lately arrived in Wales for genealogical purposes. He 
was anxious to work in the ministry and seemed quite hearty on arrival, 
but suddenly sickened with fever, and he sailed for New York on the as. 
Ethiopia on the 10th inst with our earnest prayers 22 his full recovery 
and a good welcome in his mountain home. 


ran Birmingham Conference will be held in that city as we believe, on 
Sunday, June 18th, but we have received no notification of hours or place. 


BristoL Conrerence Notice.—A Conference of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the Bristol Conference District will be 
held in St James’ Hall, Cumberland Street, Bristol, on Sunday, June 28, 
1899. Meetings to commence 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


LIVERPOOL CONFERENCE. 


“Tue time is fulfilled, repent ye and believe the Gospel,” was the mes- 
sage that announced one of the most eventful days that Accrington has 
seen for many years. And why an eventful day? The Elders of Israel 
were here twenty-two strong, to announce to the people in this part t the 
“Glad Tidings of the Gospel of Christ.“ 

Our brethren: President J. L. McMarrin and President H. W. Naisbitt 
of the European Mission; Elder A. Wootton of the Star Office; Presi- 
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dent James Briggs and Elder R. W. Simpkins of the Manchester Confer- 
ence; the president, Traveling Elders, and many of the Saints of the 
Liverpool conference, assembled at the Rechabites’ Hall, Abbey Spreet, 
Accrington, on June 11, 1899, and united in song, testimony, and praises 
to God. 

At the morning session the sacrament was administered and the remain- 
ing time spent in listening to excellent remarks by President J. Briggs and 
Elder A. Wootton. 

At the afternoon session President Merrill presented the general authori- 
ties of the Church, the Presidency of the European Mission, and A. N. 
Merrill as President, together with the following named Elders in their 
respective fields of the Liverpool Conference: J. R. Hodson, J. E. Hatch, 
Samuel Holt, and Lewis J. Jenkins, Accrington; W. E. Partington, F. G. 
Bateman, J. H. Rishton, and R. E. Jones, Liverpool; W. N. Hill, M: T. 
Beck, C. R. Pearce, and Philip Quayle, Chorley; I. J. Wardle and S. E. 
Henrie, Haslingden; J. E. Taylor and J. H. Bodily, Lancaster. All were 
unanimously sustained. 

The following statistical report for the past six months, was anes 
Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 2; Seventies, 15. Loca] Priesthood— 
Elders, 5; Priests, 6; Teachers, 5; Deacons, 3; members, 126; officers 
and members, 146; total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries, 174. 
Tracts distributed—from door to door, 37,994; at out-door meetings and 
otherwise, 2,054. Books distributed—sold, 28; loaned, 227; given away, 
16. Strangers’ houses visited - with first tract only, 11,020; by first invita- 
tion, 330; by re-invitation, 350. Gospel conversations, 1,955. Meetings 
held—hall, 171; cottage, 78; out-door, 41; Sunday school sessions, 28; M. 
I. A. sessions, 4; Bible classes, 52; Priesthood meetings, 7. Baptisms— 
new members, 15. Children blessed—of members, 2; of non-members, 9. 
Emigrated—over eight years of age, 5; under eight years of age, 3. Died 
—under eight years of age, 1. Received, 7. New subscribers for Star, 15. 

Sister Griffiths and daughter, rendered a very beautiful duet, after 
which Presidents Naisbitt and McMurrin spoke powerfully upon the 
Gospel of Christ. 

In the evening we were again favored with a duet by Sister Griffiths 
and daughter. Elder R. W. Simpkins and President McMurrin occupied 
the time. The latter bearing a strong testimony to the truthfulness of the 
restoration of the Gospel and the divinity of the mission of Joseph Smith. 

The Sunday’s experience filled each heart with joy, and we retired only 
to arise on Monday to have our souls’ animation continue. A baptism, 
and a confirmation meeting was the first of our pleasurable duties, after 
whieh the Priesthood meeting occupied our attention for the “usual time.” 
Much valuable instruction was received and valuable suggestions offered. 

Our Conference was continued on the Monday evening at Haslingden, 
where Presidents Naisbitt and McMurrin had the privilege of addressing 
a crowded house on “Mormons and Mormonism.” The people assembled, 
mostly men, went away with the thought that the Gospel comes not in 


“word only, but in power.” | 
J. R Hopsow, Clerk of Conference, 


* 
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Exper Jon NAlsBrrr now in Kentucky, U. S., has the following to say 
in regard to his duties and his section of the country: | 


„J have been laboring in my old County until just lately, when we held 
conferenge at London, Laurel County, I was appointed to take another 
new companion from Idaho, and come into this, Floyd, County, about 150 
miles from where conference was held. I had not seen any of the Elders 
for six months except my companion, and I tell you it seemed good to 
meet them all again at Conference. London is a town of about 1,000 in- 
habitants, All the Elders, forty-two in all, stayed at the Hotel Kiley; it 
cost us $1 per day. I had to stay five days to get my companion, Sixty 
new Elders came to the south this month, or rather last month. Twelve 
came to this conference, some though were transferred from other confer- 
ences, until now we have over fifty Elders at work in this part of the state, 
about ninety in Ky. In this County in which I am laboring there are 
forty members of the Church, Weare going to organize a branch next 
week. We have had a very long, bad winter here this year, it has been as 
cold as 26 degrees below zero several times; when it was not freesing it was 
raining, which was even worse than the cold. But now it bas passed, and 
the Kentucky hills have donned their summer coat of green, while the 
farmers may be seen in every direction scratching over the little cleared 
spots on the hill-side, with their one mule and shovel plow, preparatory to 
planting the corn, which, by the way, is about all the crop they raise in 
this section of the country, i.e., outside of a garden, which generally con- 
sists of a large patch of onions, ‘tates,’ as they call them, and a few Irish 
and sweet potatoes, the latter grow to perfection here, and I can make a 
good meal on them any time that I can get them, which is not often this 
time of the year, as they are a hard vegetable to keep. 

“The people at home do not know, nor can they realize, the bisssings 
that God has conferred upon them until they com out into the world 
and see the contrast; let our half converted people come out here for 
awhile, and it will not take long to make them either infidels or Latter- 
day Saints. When one has been used to hear preaching that is dic- 
tated by the Spirit of God, and then hears the empty sermons of the 
sectarian preachers, it makes one think they are preaching like the Scribes 
of old, ‘without authority,’ and he listens to the grave-yard stories, the 
death-bed scenes, and the pleading voice of the preacher to come and give 
him your hand and Jesus your heart, until one’s soul sickens within him, 
and he thinks if all this is what the world calls Christianivy, well might 
the 5 ask, When the Son of Man cometh shall he find faith on the 
eart 

It is nearly We months | since I left home. My, how: the time flies 
just think, I may ‘be home in a few months, though I would just as: soon 
stay until next spring. 10010 
Ia well aud enjoying ny labors, but. it does not seem that Lake 

much head-Way'in spreading the Gospel. waths, 1 do what 
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seems very little at best. I have about come to the conclusion that 
preaching is not my forte, and that part will have to be left to those of 
brighter intellect and stronger minds than 1 have, but, with the help 
of the Lord, I hope my labors will not be entirely unprofitable to the great 
cause, and that I shall yet be able to do some good.” 


— —üœ — — 


PRESS ENT JoHN R. Hinpuey of the London Conference waiten: 


“We are meeting considerable opposition in our out-door meetings in 
the park and also at the Stratford branch, and some disturbance outside 
our hall while we are holding services within; but in all places we find a 
goodly number who are willing to hear both sides of the question, and are 
not so prejudiced as to judge us from the oft exploded yarns. The prom- 
inence that some of the great London ‘Dailies’ are giving us, and, by the 
way, some of their reports are very favorable, has a tendency to stir up the 
righteous(?) indignation of opposers of the truth.” : 


PRS INT THos. GILcHRIST from the Newcastle Conference 
thus expresses himself: 


„J have just returned from Carlisle where another honest soul has been 
added to the fold. I have been there ever since Conference, on account of 
some opposition which the brethren received prior to that time. They 
were challenged by a Mr. Lenox, late evangelist of Glasgow, at one of their 
open-air meetings, to meet him in public debate. He proposed to show 
from King James's translation of the Bible, that baptism was non-essential 
to salvation. The brethren accepted the challenge, and at their request I 
met their opponent. The chair was taken by Mr. Hugh Bass, the selection 
of Mr. Lenox, who showed no favors to me I can assure you; three quar- 
ters of an hour was allotted to each of us, and ten minutes each for reply. 
Mr. Lenox was the first speaker. His principle argument was abuse, and 
some ‘belief alone’ passages, but his actions told the story of his preju- 
dice against us as a people, and so exhausted his arguments before his 
time was up, when he retired in rage. In the reply we gained the appro- 
bation of nearly all, and I have every reason to believe that the impression 
made on the minds of the people of Carlisle, by the arguments produced 
in favor of baptism will not be forgottén. Numbers of our friends have 
pressed themselves favorably, and some investigators declare they are 
ready for baptism. 
About 300 people were present, including three or four ministers. The 
- brethren and Saints in Carlisle feel encouraged over the event. Th 
forethren here also met with some opposition at their open-air meetings 
in Byker, but not of a violent nature. We have held open-air meetings 
., BAe and gond attention given them. Ia Wall’s End one of, the brethren 

tid’ myself held ü meeting which was well attended by inquirera, and ques- 

tions were answered by us after meeting. The brethren all desire : let 


¥ * 
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- Presrpent E. R. Owen writes us quite a touching letter from Cardiff, 
and it is likely his wants will soon be supplied. He says: 

“You ask as to missionaries for the Welsh mission. I thought that 
you had quite forgotten us, as it has been nearly nine months since an 
Elder has been appointed to labor in this Conference, excepting the two 
who came over for genealogy. We have but twelve Elders for the entire 
Conference, which extends from Llandudno in the north to Cardiff in the 
south, and from St. David’s on the west to Abergavenny on the east. The 
demand for Elders I know is great, and may the time come that our desire 
for more servants of the Lord may be gratified! We await your N 
and —¢ that more Elders are always acceptable.“ 


We are in receipt of a very pleasant letter from Elder J. E. Williams 
who returned home in February last; while regretting his sickness, our 
faith is that he is fully recovered ere this: 


“We had a very pleasant voyage, but [ was quite sick for three days. 

“We could have stayed five hours at Niagara falls, being only two miles 
away from them, but some of the party did not wish to, so we went on to 
Chicago, called at Independence, Jackson Co., and visited the Temple 
site, where the Hedrickites have a meeting house built. They do not have 

much of a following. The Josephites have built a beautiful sand-stone 
meeting housé on the opposite side of the street from the Temple site, and 
they charge 25c. to go through it. 

“On the first of May, we expected to see many May walkers, but in- 
stead of that we saw groups of boys snow-balling, there being three to 
four inches of snow on the ground, and still snowing. As a consequence 
the peach crop will be very light, and other fruits I think will be none too 
plentiful.” 


THE CANT OF FALSE CHARITY. 

“Cuarity! What crimes have been committed in thy name!“ to vary 
a well-known quotation, It will, soon come to this, that if we see & man 
with a revolver pointed at another man’s head we must not raise an alarm, 
lest in the excitement of the moment the revolver should go off and the 
man (passive) be killed, because it might happen that the man (setive) 
was only testing his fellow’s sang froid, and it would be. a breach of 
charity to infer that he was contemplating murder. Those people who 
are always talking about charity, and accusing others of bs sing it nut, 
are generally wanting in it themesives. There is a weekly paper we: wot 
of which claims charitable consideration for every body and everything. 
Charity is its rule. Bat there. in uo rule without an exception, and this 
paper draws the line at the Catholic faith and the Church of England.- It 


baritabl of the most | 
Confucians, Buddhists, Mo and, above ull, for Socinisns, 


